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From the Desk of Pastor Joshua  
 

 
 

 
Fall is upon us even if the weather doesn’t seem to know it.  We have 
moved into the busy time of the church year.  Sunday School is in full 
swing and confirmation is doing quite well. Choir and Adult Bible study are 
also clipping right along. In October we are starting Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University.   Where we look at the biblical approach to 
money and finances.  Parents Night Off will continue in October and the 
children and volunteers are having a lot of 
fun.  In September our numbers were 5, 
10, and 13 so we are making progress. 
 We are going to have some special guest 
in October for PNO, Dr. Jill Dierbergs Clark 
an up and coming local children's author is 
going to be with October 10, 17, 24.   
Friedens will also begin our annual 
Stewardship campaign on October 14th 
and we would ask that you look at your 
giving and see what you might do to help 
with our growing staff and programming 
-Pastor Joshua  
 
 



 
 

 
 
Tom’s Notations 
 
 
 
Despite the amount of reading I’m doing for my DM in studies, I’ve found the time to read 
a great little book, entitled, “God’s Welcome: Hospitality for a Gospel-Hungry World.”  
Allow me to share some insights from my reading so far; “Gospel hospitality is God’s 
welcome into a new way of seeing and living;”  “God’s welcome to every creature is a 
bibilical proclamation and is the good new that we preach.” (page 11) 
 
Part of my ministry at Friedens is guiding us towards being more intentional in 
welcoming persons into our congregation.  Ti is my hope that we beging to understand 
that the inistry of hospitality centers around the Gospel and the presence of God’s Spirit, 
and there are several ways where you can help.  First, Marie Haupt and I will be meeting 
with our ushers and greeters’ team on Sunday, Octorber 7th following the morning 
worship.  If you have considered being part of this ministry team, join us.  On Tuesday 
evening October 9th, our “Connections” team will be meeting to brainstorm ways for 
Friedens to improve connecting with our community, and reconnecting with former 
members.  That meeting will be a 6:30pm at the home of Jim Anderson. 
 
This past Tuesday, I sat at my desk looking through the current directory, and I made note 
of sixteen families and nine individuals who are no longer active here; many of you know 
most of these people.  Let me encourage you to share those names with me; let me 
challenge you to encourage to ask those to meet with me.  This is a work we must do 
together. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Tom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 

 
 
FRIEDENS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST – 
COUNCIL MEETING, SEPTEMBER 13, 2018 
 
 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. by 

President Marie Haupt.  In attendance were Marie Haupt, Barb McCarthy, Sue Lienemann, Jill 
Hackmann, Kathy Brooks, Bill Sheffer, Laura Schaefer and Rob Schaefer.  Also present: Pastor Josh, 
Pastor Tom, Youth and Family Coordinator Dana McNamara and Office Administrator Sharon Brune.   
Prayer and sturdy time was conducted by Pastor Josh.   
CALENDARING:  Calendars were brought up to day through January 2019.   
PROJECTS AND OBSTACLES:  Parents Night Off started September 12.  Just a few children but it 
was the first night.  Pastor Josh stated that the number of children for next week should be more.  He’s 
had several phone calls from non-members about it.  Children’s Church will continue even with Sunday 
school starting.   
VISION CASTING:  Pastor Josh had the council look at what the bible says about conflict and how to 
handle it.  Pastor Josh says that the council, as the governing body of the church, needs to understand the 
best way or ways to handle conflict.  This subject was touched on briefly but it needs more discussion.   
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The August 9, 2018 Council Meeting minutes were reviewed prior to 
tonight’s meeting.  A motion was made by Barb McCarthy and seconded by Laura Schaefer to accept 
the minutes as presented.  The motion passed with all in favor.   
TREASURER’S REPORT:  None was presented.  Treasurer Jeff Hitchcock has been out of town for 
several weeks and will return on September 14.  A report should be available for review by September 
23 prior to the scheduled town hall meeting.   
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Worship – 1. Pastor Tom and I have been talking about the future of the 
worship committee and how they should define their roles and responsibility.  2. Working towards 
Advent and the scriptures are selected through the new year.  Helping the needy – I have paid out 
$180.00 in funds this month to three separate individuals.  Outreach – Null School, I met with the PTO 
and we are working with the school on two projects, Rock N Bingo and Alternative Seating.  Staff – 1. 
Pastor Tom and I are working on a Connections Team.  2. I am working with Dana on expanding her 
responsibilities and fulfilling her mandate.  PNO – We had our first meeting last night (September 12) 
and we had 5 kids and many times that number in volunteers.   
ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S REPORT: The following report highlights my activities for the month of 
August 2018: 1. Launched Friedens Facebook page and Instagram account.  2. Working with the staff 
for setup and launching for PNO.  3. Lunch with Betty Schippers to discuss “Connection” team ministry 
(August 2).  Served communion to our home bound members (August 15).  Two weeks of vacation in 
Washington, D.C. and Richmond, Virginia visiting with family and friends (August 21 – September 3), 
and formally began the Doctor of Ministry degree program at Eden Seminary (August 27).   
YOUTH AND FAMILY COORDINATOR REPORT: Children’s Church will be moving to the Bible 
Max Theater.  Currently cleaning up the resource room and the Bible Max Theater.  Working on new 
activities for the confirmation class.  October 21 is Service Day, the confirmands will go to McNair Park 
to help the Parks and Rec Department staff with clean up.  Congregation members can also help with 
this project as well.  Stockholder Dinner cards will go out this week.  The confirmation retreat on 
September 8 & 9 was great.   



NEW BUSINESS:  1. If any Council member can’t fulfill their ushering duties for an assigned Sunday 
they will need to find a replacement and let Sharon know about the change if there is time.  2. Trash 
seems to be building up around the garage.  Kathy Brooks and Bill Sheffer will let Building and 
Grounds know about this.  3. The old tables and metal chairs we no longer use that are stored in the 
Celebration center will be sold at the rummage sale.  4.  Martha Cooley has a small air conditioning unit 
she wants to donate for use in the kitchen.  Thank you Martha!  5. It was brought to the attention of the 
Council that the tubing for the cleaning and sanitizing liquids used in the kitchen were removed from the 
containers and then one of the tubes was put back into the wrong container.  Ecolab had to be called to 
fix the problem.  This is a strong reminder that NO ONE is allowed to handle the tubing or the liquids 
unless you are ServSafe certified.  It was suggested that a locking cabinet or a locking door system be 
used to hold the liquid containers and tubing.  Also, our custodian needs to be informed that when he is 
waxing the floors that the kitchen floor is not to be waxed because of safety considerations.   
OLD BUSINESS: Pew Communion, Oct. 5 – we will need 5 servers and 5 plates of wafers and 
wine/grape juice for this Sunday.  The 5th person can take communion to anyone that is not in the 
sanctuary.   
TEAM REPORTS: Only teams that need Council help and/or approval will be discussed.  No help or 
approval was needed so no team reports were discussed.   
A motion to adjourn was made by Barb McCarthy and seconded by Jill Hackmann.  The motion passed 
with all in favor. 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Lienemann, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Evangelism Team  
September 18, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
Board Members Present: 

● Sharon & Galen Brune, Lori Elliott, Kim Hemsath, Debi Gravemann, & Barb McCarthy. 
 

Agenda Items: 
(Include brief notes regarding the business of each action item.) 
● We discussed the status of the Rummage Sale plans. Setup is at 10am on Friday September 

28th.Sharon will get Hotdog Buns and get Pork Steaks out on Wednesday before the rummage 
sale. 

● The total profit from the rummage sale and BBQ were - $195.22(BBQ) $750.00(rummage Sales) 
● Discussed trunk or treat starts at 4 to 5:30.  All can decorate cars and hand out candy. 

Evangelism will head the chili cook off.  Kim and Sharon will go to BCE meeting in October to 
confirm what each group will be doing and will send out an email to the evangelism group.  

● Meeting in November will discuss events for 2019 
 

 
Next Meeting: 
(date, time, location) 
● October 30, 2018  
● 6:00 pm 

 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Between now and our next board meeting: 
● 1-3 Months 

● Sept 29th – Rummage Sale & BBQ 
● Oct 28th – Trunk or Treat (hosted by BCE) & Chili Cookoff (hosted by Evangelism 

committee 
● Nov 10th – Stop & Shop 
● Dec 8th – Holiday Spirits Party 

 
 
 



Stewardship and Finance Team 
Meeting 

August 30, 2018 
 
 

Board Members Present: 
• LaVonne Losciuto, Ruth Nahmensen, Ralph Pickering, Laura Schaefer 

Agenda Items: 
● Fall Stewardship Campaign:  Theme: Small Actions….Big Faith. Dates: October 14 – 

November 4th. At this time we have presentations scheduled by representatives from Youth In 
Need (Oct 21st), Loaves and Fishes (Nov. 4th), and the confirmation class (Oct. 28th). We are still 
looking for a church member who can offer a testimonial on Oct. 14th. There will be a 
congregational brunch on Stewardship Sunday (November 4th) which will be jointly provided by 
our team and the church council.    

● Parents Night Off: LaVonne reported that planning is underway for provided meals to children 
during the Parents Night Off program. A question arose regarding the budget for this new 
undertaking. That issue will be discussed at the next church council meeting. 

● Friedens Care Team: Pastor Tom is working to revitalize this group and expand its mission to 
include reaching out to church members who attend worship on an irregular basis and member 
retention. 

● Church Finances and Budget Shortfall: A letter went out to all members asking for prayerful 
consideration of boosting personal giving levels to support the general fund. This topic will be 
discussed during a Town Hall meeting scheduled after worship on September 23rd.  

Next Meeting: 
● Tentatively Scheduled for October 4th at 6:30pm. 

Upcoming Events: 
● Parents Night Off Run-Through: Saturday September 8 at11:00am 
● Parents Night Off Begins: Wednesday September 12 at 5:00pm. 
● Town Hall Meeting: Sunday September 23 immediately following worship – Budget Discussion 
● Fall Stewardship Campaign: October 14 – November 4th 
● Stewardship Brunch: Sunday November 4th following worship 

Action Items for Church Council Approval: 
● None at this time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BUILDING & GROUNDS 
Team 

September 20, 2018 
Conference Room @ Friedens 

 
Members Present:  Bill Scheffer, Darryl Haupt, Ron Schippers 
    
Agenda Items: 

- Replacement of light bulbs in the Sanctuary with LED bulbs.  Literature covering a 
special scaffold designed for use in replacing light bulbs in churches was examined.  
The equipment proved impractical for Friedens due to its cost ($4201 plus freight), size 
and weight of the scaffolding and accompanying storage racks, and the difficulty of 
moving the assembled scaffolding between lights.  Although safer than using ladders, 
the scaffolding would still require climbing to a considerable height.  In the end, Al 
Brooks has indicated that he will install the new LED bulbs.  We’re told the new LED 
bulbs are on order. 

- One of the window blinds in the sanctuary is broken.  It is located high up on the west 
side of the altar.  Al Brooks has indicated that he will remove the broken blind while 
replacing light bulbs.  Ron Schippers will see if the business that repaired another of our 
blinds is still in business (that repair was quite a few years ago).   

- Ms Dana has requested that we move the stage in the Bible Max theater to another 
location.  Pastor Josh indicated that we should store the 3 piece stage in the 
Celebration Center (upper level) where an old stage was removed.  The stage is large 
and heavy.  Building and Grounds suggests that moving the stage be done on a work 
day when several people are available to assist.  Some type of dolly would be desirable 
to more easily move the stage sections.  We’re also instructed to move the Popcorn 
Machine and the Puppets to the Resource Room.  Since the Puppets hang on special 
racks, it would be nice to have a large cardboard box to store the Puppets and racks 
together.   

- An upright freezer has a door that will not remain closed.  The freezer is located across 
from the Boiler Room door.  Building & Grounds personnel examined the freezer, 
realigned the magnetic door seal, and moved around the frozen meat in the freezer so 
that the packages do not interfere with closing the door.  The freezer seems to be in 
good order now. 

- There is a roof leak above the main floor men’s bathroom that has stained/damaged 2 
ceiling tiles.  Building and Grounds examined the stained area above the tiles, and on 
this 96 degree humid day, with the air conditioning running, there was no moisture 
present in that area.  This should rule out a condensation leak from the air conditioning 
equipment above the ceiling.  The leak appeared after a particularly heavy rain a few 
weeks ago.  There are 3 roof penetrations above the bathroom and higher up on the 
roof (a vent pipe, an entry area for air conditioning lines, and a third opening of some 
type).  It is suggested that someone climb onto the roof and examine the roof 
penetration areas and seal any loose shingles in those areas with a caulking gun and 
roof tar, then await the next heavy rain to check on the repair. 

- Consistory desires that a donated window air conditioning unit be installed in the 
kitchen.  Since winter will soon be upon us, this may not be a hurry-up item at this time?  
Do we have anyone in the congregation that could handle this installation?   



- There is quite a bit of accumulated construction type trash near the garage (old 
plywood, wood pallets, and a broken down wheel barrow).  Building & Grounds filled the 
dumpster tonight with as much of these items as would fit.  There remains several items 
that are too large for the dumpster (sheets of plywood and a big pallet).  One or more of 
the Building & Grounds personnel will try to get by the church with an electric saw and 
cut these pieces into dumpster size sections.  Over time this trash should disappear into 
the dumpster. 

- There was a problem with the soap dispenser to the dish washer being clogged.  It is 
recommended that the lines be flushed with water. 

- Sharon gave Ron a list of reserved parking spots to be painted on the lot when it is 
resealed.  The list indicated 2 Handicap spots on the front (Hwy 94) side and for the 
back lot (adjoining the cemetery) 2 Visitor Spots and 1 Expectant Mother Spot.  It was 
not clear if the current Handicap spots on the back lot are to be retained.  A note was 
emailed to Sharon for clarification.  Ron forwarded the list and clarification request to 
Scott Kolkmeyer 

Next Meeting:   October 18, 2018, 6:30 PM, Conference Room at Friedens Church 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


